
Aquatic 
Invasive 

Invertebrate Asian Clam
Corbicula fluminea

What is it and Why 
is it a Problem?

What Does it Look 
Like?

• Looks similar to native Fingernail Clams 
(Pisidiids) 

• Shell is oval-triangular shaped, up to 25 mm 
wide (rarely exceeds 50 mm), and light 
green and brown in colour with elevated 
concentric ridges

• Has serrated lateral teeth (viewed with a 
magnifier) and a muscular foot that extends 
out from the shell and is used for travelling

The Asian Clam is an invasive species of 
freshwater bivalve that rapidly establishes in 
invaded areas due to the ability to fertilize 
their own eggs and population densities that 
quickly reach a whopping 10,000 per square 
meter. They are spread very effectively to new 
water bodies through the stocking of fish and  
use of live bait. Once established, they 
negatively affect food webs, reduce 
biodiversity, clog residential water intake pipes 
and interfere with power and water treatment 
plants. The Asian Clam has not yet been 
detected in The Land Between but has been 
confirmed in surrounding Great Lakes and 
thus may potentially spread to the region if 
careful precautions are not taken. It is 
important to note that Asian Clams are still 
currently sold in some areas for bait, human 
consumption and for use in aquariums - learn 
how to identify it to avoid its accidental spread.

How Can it be 
Managed?

sightings of any invasive species online 
through EDDMapS Ontario, a web-based 
mapping system which also has an app, or 
through the Invasive Species in Ontario
project on iNaturalist.org.

• Inspect your boat, trailer and fishing gear 
before leaving a fishing spot and before 
heading to a new fishing spot to remove 
any mud, plant fragments and animals. 
Dispose of any animal and plant matter in 
the garbage. You should clean your boat 
and equipment with a high power pressure 
wash using hot water OR leave it to sit in 
the sun for a minimum of 5 days. Refer to 
the OMNRF’s Boater’s Action Plan for more 
information on cleaning your boat and gear.

• Release water from your motor, live well, 
bilge and transom wells once on land.

• Do not release live bait into the water body 
- it is illegal to release live baitfish. They may 
also carry invasive species in their 
containers from other water bodies that 
you cannot see. Instead, you can freeze or 
salt your live bait to save for another use. If 
you are not going to use it again, you can 
throw it in the garbage.

• Do not release aquarium or pond contents 
into water bodies. Oftentimes invasive 
aquatic animals end up reaching water 
bodies when people dispose of them in 
lakes and rivers.
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• Help prevent the spread of this invasive 
species to The Land Between by reporting

https://www.eddmaps.org/ontario/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/invasive-species-in-ontario
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://files.ontario.ca/mnrf-invasive-species-boaters-action-plan-en.pdf
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/glansis/
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/glansis/
https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/glansis/
http://www.invadingspecies.com/invaders/

