BLUE LAKES 2019 SUMMER OFFERS

WORKSHOP
AND
PRESENTATIONS
Each workshop is about 3 hours and is best experienced either from
9am to noon (and even earlier for birding), but times are flexible.
The ABC’s presentations are 1 hour.

Bugs in the Mud
Learn about the cool bugs (benthic invertebrates) that live in the lake and
support fisheries and wildlife. The types of bugs that are in your mud can tell
you how healthy the lake is and how clean the water is too! Come out for a
morning/afternoon of play with the Blue Water's staff to learn about these
fascinating creatures. Nets and magnifying devices are provided. Be
prepared to get wet.
A drink and a snack in re-usable containers and sun screen is
recommended.
A donation to the charity is appreciated
to support this event.
Minimum participant level: 10

Good Birding Mornings
Take a walk down a cottage road with the Blue
Lake’s staff to listen, watch and learn…all about
the birds in your neighbourhood. Birding is like
treasure hunting. Birds can provide clues to what
habitats are around, where to find water, and also
what wildlife are in the neighbourhood. Learn how to identify bird calls, finches
and warblers, shore birds and forest birds. Learn how to attract birds to your
area or your feeder, and how to monitor birds to contribute to Citizen Science
efforts across Canada. Choose a good cottage road and meeting area.
Bug jackets and walking shoes are recommended.
A donation to the charity is appreciated to support this event. Minimum
participant level: 8

Land Between Wildlife Bingo

Birding bingo, benthic bingo and Wildlife Bingo.
Collect game cards designed especially for your lake. Find enough species to
make a row or fill the card for a grand prize! Find backyard and also rare birds
around the area, different bugs in the mud, or a combination of wildlife
throughout the area. Choose to compete between neighbours, across the lake,
or between other lakes in the area too! Game cards will be emailed to
participants or can be provided to a leader to distribute. Winners must email,
post or call in their cards to the Blue Lakes Department/staff at the Land
Between Charity Head Office. Each player pays $5.00 to enter. Prizes include
unique gifts from sponsoring organizations. Lake Associations can provide
additional prizes to up the ante too!
This is a game of honour that is based on trust. Minimum participant level: 20

Design Your Own Shoreline Garden
Your shoreline can be natural but also beautiful,
while maintaining access to the lake and great
lake views. Attract butterflies and pollinators.
Help your lake’s fish habitats and water quality.
Deter nuisance geese. Increase privacy…All
while supporting our healthy ecosystems for
future generations. Come to this workshop and take home a custom garden
design for your shore using native plants which are tailored to your aesthetic
and your needs! Join seasoned experts with over 20 years’ experience in
naturalizing, restoring, and designing shoreline gardens across Ontario.
These 3 hour workshops are in a classroom setting at a community meeting
venue near the lake or at the Land Between Charity Head Office in Haliburton.
Bring pictures of your shoreline. Here about why your shore is significant to the
health of the lake and why your choices are important. Learn about plants,
design aspects, lighting effects. Choose colours, heights, areas and more.
Landowners can also take part in case studies here, to learn from other
examples.
These workshops are $20 at the door, with a minimum participation of 15.

A Turtley Cool Workshop
Did you know snapping turtles are gentle in the
water? They keep the lakes clean for all wildlife
and for humans too! Turtles live a very long
time, but it takes more than 60 years for one turtle to replace itself in the wild.
Turtles were also here before the dinosaurs and have survived five mass
extinctions, but they are now facing imminent extinction. Learn about these
fascinating animals, their life history and behaviour, how to identify them, what
is threatening them and how to help them too!
You will also meet live turtles from the Turtle Guardian Headquarters (part of
The Land Between charity). See how to handle a snapping turtle, how to make
a nest protector and find out how to become a Turtle Guardian.
These workshops are $10 at the door, with a minimum participation of 20.

The Natural EdgeShoreline Re-Naturalization Site Visits
Do you have lawn up to the shore? Do you want to improve your shoreline and
help keep your lake healthy for future generation? Book a free site visit with a
shoreline naturalization expert. During these visits, we will provide you with
advice and recommendations to improve the health of your shoreline property
an d help you design a “natural edge” using the Watersheds Canada Natural
Edge app.
If planting is recommended and you decide to move forward with a shoreline
re-naturalization project, we can offer you all the resources you need to get
started through the generous support of our funding sponsors. Resources in
our Shoreline Re-naturalization Starter Kit include a customized planting plan,
educational materials and native plants to create natural habitat along your
shoreline.
For $250.00, landowners purchasing the
starter kit will receive:
Free site visit
Customized re-naturalization planting plan
for your shoreline property
Photo: Rebecca Krawczyk
50 native plants that can include
10 potted (large) plants, 35 bare root (small) and 5 wildflowers
45 Coconut fibre pads to deter grass from growing around new plantings
Tree guards for all deciduous trees
Mulch for your wildflowers
Plant Care Guide with instructions on how to take care of your new plants
Habitat Creation Guide
Wildflower Garden Guide
Free site visits and reduced starter kits are offered only to those with lawn to
the shore.
If your shoreline is already natural and you simply want to move it ahead,
attend a Design Your Own Shoreline Garden workshop or we offer site visits
and custom designs at a basic cost. Ask us for more information.

The ABCs of The Land Between
Presentation- A land of hope and it’s
essential shorelines
The Land Between is the area in which you live,
work and play. It is a region extending from the
Georgian Bay Coast to the Ottawa Valley and is
the last intact wilderness in southern Ontario.
It is also a land of hope. The Land Between
region is an ecotone- a meeting place between two ecoregions of the
Canadian Shield and St. Lawrence Lowlands. It is therefore a meeting place of
species from both north and south, and a place of high biodiversity. This land
is a final stronghold and refuge many species and also ecosystem services
which support our health and wellbeing as well as buffering against Climate
Change impacts- that is, if it is kept intact.
The region is not only ecologically significant, but it has the most shorelines in
Ontario and some of the rarest wildlife. Like the region, shorelines in The Land
Between, are also essential for our wellbeing, because, like the region,
shorelines are meeting places too. Here upland meets lowland. And like The
Land Between, natural shorelines are the areas that harbour some of the
highest diversity within a lake. When shorelines are intact, they support the
health and wellbeing of both aquatic and upland species…and they keep us
healthy too.
The unique ecology, culture and functions of the region and of the shore will be
showcased in this presentation- towards a greater understanding of these
important landscapes. Knowledge and tools to support conservation and
restoration of these important areas will be also be shared to empower actions
and inspire changes that will keep us all healthy into the future.
The presentation will also feature a brief overview of the Blue Lakes Program
and why it is a solution that fits our collective needs!
Presentations to Blue Lake audiences are free, however, a donation to the
charity is appreciated to support this event. Minimum participant level: 20

Also this summer, announcing…

The Daniel and Susan Gottlieb Lake
Stewardship Grant Program
Watersheds Canada in partnership with the Daniel and Susan Gottlieb
Foundation will provide financial support to volunteer groups for projects that
have a positive impact on the health of our lakes. This new Lake Stewardship
Granting Program will provide up to $500 per association for education and
action projects that contribute to lake health. Project proposals need to
demonstrate support and involvement of your lake community members.
Lake Groups and Lake Associations are eligible to receive funding through the
Funding Program. Project applications will be reviewed by a small grant review
committee based on the quality of the project and need for financial support.
This program will provide up to $500 per lake for education and action projects
that positively impact lake health. Funding will be prioritized to projects that
would not take place without this financial support. For example, projects may
include:
•
Shoreline restoration and demonstration sites
•
Shoreline property owner education
•
Water quality testing and education
•
Invasive species education and eradication
The 2019 project grant deadline is July 15th, 2019 and recipients will receive
notification of the results by August 6th, 2019
Questions about the Granting Program should be directed to Melissa Dakers at
dakers@watersheds.ca
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